No ebbs, fust
flows at U3A

TT seems that every year just flies by - now 20L2
I has come and gone. It has been an awesome
Iyear for U3A and 2013 promises to be bigger
and better.
This year has been very successful in many
ways. We finished with 350 members and ran
approximately 135 courses and activities over 12

months.
Nmost every member of Bathurst lJ3A
attended one or more courses/activities each term.
We must be getting it right

A passing comment was recently made that
volunteer organisations have ebbs and flows in
membership numbers. [J3A only has flows - we
seem to be gaining more members every week.
So, yes, w€ are getting it right. This is a situation
many volunteer organisations would love to
emulate.
Of course, lJ3A would not exist without the
assistance and goodwill of many organisations.
There are too many for this article, but I feel
special thanks must be made to certain
organisations. CSU is our principal supporter; it
supplies a room on campus, a storeroom for our
records and provides financial backing.
The Western Aduocate has been generous in
providing space in the paper and a photographer
at many events. Murray Nicholls and all the staff
are always supportive - we are lucky to have such
a media outlet in Bathurst.
We are also grateful to the community radio
station, 2MCE, of which tl3A is a proud supporter.
We can always be sure of an on-air plug for U3A.
Bathurst Regional Council provides venues at a
nominal charge as well as level one of the council
chambers for our registration day in lanuary.
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Bathurst Information and Neighbourhood
Centre supplies rooms, also at nominal cost, and
provides assistance in collecting money and
forms from our members.
Lastly, thanks to our numerous venue
providers - without your facilities U3A could not
exist.
tl3A is run entirely by its volunteers. These
people generously share their knowledge and
skills with all.
Members of the U3A committee are all
volunteers. These professional, hardworking
people keep lJ3A together.
I have worked on committees over the years,
but none were as positive and committed as
these people.
It is alwavs the behind the scenes work that
makes thinfs happen. The committee works
tirelessly for the members because the members
are U3A.
As Christmas approaches I can draw from the
front page of our term four newsletter, which has
a quote from the great Calvin Coolidge:
"Christmas is not a time or a season, but a state
of mind. To cherish goodwill, to be plenteous in

mercy, is to have the real spirit of Christmas."
I also remember that Christmas is not about
spending dollars, pretty lights or big parties.
Christmas celebrates a birthday.
Have a peaceful, safe and happy Christmas. We
will see you in U3A in 2013.

