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GEO JOY: Geocaching players Jim Buchan, Lesley Buchan, Sally Fulton and Lesley Carroll from Bathurst,
and Val Howard from Townsville use their GPS to find the geocache hidden at the Orange Botanic
Gardens. Photo: CLARE COLLEY.
0213ccgeocaching1

Treasure hunt
goes high-tech
By CLARE COLLEY

What is geocaching?

IF you see someone with a handheld GPS device
they might not be lost, they could be one of the
hundreds of thousands of people worldwide who
are playing the high-tech treasure hunt game –
Geocaching.
Using GPS-enabled devices, or the Geocaching
mobile phone application, players use GPS coordinates to find the location of a geocache container
hidden by other players.
Yesterday, a group from the University of the
Third Age (U3A) in Bathurst were on one of their
regular Geocaching jaunts around the central west,
this time looking for a hidden container at the
Orange Botanic Gardens.
“People hide containers and then they leave
clues with the GPS coordinates and when you find
it you sign the log,” Lesley Buchan explained.
“Then you go back on the website and say you’ve
found it.
“Some bigger caches have swaps in it for kids. It’s
really a family game.”
Mrs Buchan said she had tracked a toy car she
left in a cache in Bathurst as far as England and
Europe via the Geocaching website.
Yesterday the group was on a slightly more complicated “puzzle cache” where they had to decipher
details on the botanic gardens signs to find the

■ Geocaching is a real-world, outdoor treasure
hunting game using GPS-enabled devices.
■ Participants navigate to a specific set of GPS
coordinates and then attempt to find the
geocache (container) hidden at that location.
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booty.
“We had to read what year the gardens were
established to find the next clue and eventually the
container,” Mrs Buchan said.
The group started Geocaching three years ago,
spending about two hours at a time searching for
caches in Bathurst.
But since they have found most of their local
caches, they now go further afield and say the game
takes them to places they would never usually see.
Lesley Carroll has found about 10 of the caches
hidden in Orange.
She said some players were more adventurous
about where they hid the caches, including underwater at the Ben Chifley Dam near Bathurst and
even on a NASA tracking station in space.
Val Howard joined the group from Townsville
and said it was an ideal way to see different places
while travelling.
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